132             ANNIE BESANT

* money's worth ' out of their servants by insisting on their
being about the house even when not wanted. That was
not her way.

Some of Mrs. Besant's Indian friends did not hesitate to
entrust her with commissions which she faithfully fulfilled.
Mr. Gyanendra Nath Chakravarty had given her a fashion-
able dressing-gown of his and asked her to bring another
exactly like that. She had asked me to pack it with my
luggage. Some weeks later in England she called for it.
I had forgotten all about it. After some search 1 discovered
it and restored it to her. I had packed it in my bed bundle
as the most convenient place for it. Bedding, however,
is not needed by travellers in Europe, as they find beds
ready-made in hotels, boarding-houses, ships, railway trains^
and even in private families where they may stay as
guests. Unlike us in India, who receive and accommodate
as many friends as may happen to come in. a host in
England, even if a friend, would not be able to receive
his friend if he has not a bed in the house vacant for
him. My bedding remained packed after Bombay and was-
needed again only when I returned to India after more than
three years ; then I spread it in the train from Bombay to-
Benares. 1 believe she ordered a dressing-gown exactly like
the one given to her by Mr. Chakravarty and brought it with
her for him when she returned to India some months later.

CAMBRIDGE

Mrs. Besant's idea was to put me in Oxford, and she took
me to Oxford when she was visiting the place. She had